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Be sure an join us at the annual     
Environmental Connection in      

Portland, Oregon on 15-18 February.  
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State Agencies 
ODEQ—Oklahoma Department of  
  Environmental Quality  
 707 N Robinson  
 Oklahoma City, OK 73102  
 Main DEQ Phone Number: 405‐702‐1000  
 Fax: 405‐702‐1001  
 Customer Assistance Program 1‐800‐869‐1400 
http://www.deq.state.ok.us 
 
ADEQ—Arkansas Department of  
   Environmental Quality 
Teresa Marks, Director 
5301 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR  72118‐5317 
Phone 501‐682‐0744 
http://www.adeq.state.ar.us 
 
TCEQ—Texas Commission on  
  Environmental Quality 
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Director 
12100 Park 35 Circle 
Austin, Texas 78753 
Phone:  512– 239‐1000 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us 
 
LDEQ—Louisiana Department of Environ‐
mental Quality 
Peggy Hatch, Secretary 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821‐4301 
225‐219‐3950 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov 

 
The goals of the Association are: 

 To educate IECA members, the public and the erosion control industry. 

 To disseminate information through conferences, seminars and communication media. 

 To provide technical expertise for people, organizations and governments seeking  

assistance in the field of erosion control and soil conservation. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.southcentralieca.org 

 

Submit any question  
relating to erosion and sediment control.  The ques-
tion can be about current or upcoming regulations, 
new BMPs, MS4 programs, educational resources, etc.  
We’ll get you an answer. 
http://www.southcentralieca.org/officers.htm  
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From the SCIECA Board of Directors 
 

TO: SCIECA membership and EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference Attendees 
 
FROM: South Central Chapter of IECA‐Board of Directors 
 
RE: 2015 EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference 
 
It is with great regret that the SCIECA will not be a partner to the 2015 EPA Region 6 Stormwater 
Conference. 
SCIECA has enjoyed five years of partnering with EPA Region 6 to deliver the best regional education and 
conference experience for all who participate and work daily in the Stormwater industry. 
It has been SCIECA’s greatest pleasure to serve and support the EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference. 
SCIECA role in this conference has been to assume the responsibility to secure contracts for the event 
facility, registration, food and beverage, transportation and other amenities associated with the 
conference and to assist in facility, education and event planning. 
On February 25, 2014 SCIECA submitted a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” (an EPA document) to EPA 
Region 6 for the purpose of securing roles and expectations of the partnership between SCIECA and EPA 
Region 6. On August 1, 2014, SCIECA and EPA Region 6 Representatives met in a face‐to‐face meeting 
after the 2014 Fort Worth Conference to discuss details and terms of an agreement. 
An EPA Region 6 attorney accompanied the EPA Region 6 team in this meeting and during this meeting, 
the EPA attorney stated that no further, future partnered conferences between SCIECA and EPA Region 
6 could be conducted without a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement”. 
On October 1, 2014, EPA Region 6 submitted its version of the “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” to SCIECA. 
Currently, the SCIECA Board of Directors are reviewing the “Agreement” and also seeking their legal 
counsel review of the “Agreement” document. 
Due to the timing in execution of the “Agreement” between the partnering parties, SCIECA involvement 
and participation in a 2015 EPA Region 6 conference is not feasible. Additionally, the SCIECA Board of 
Directors does not want to delay EPA Region 6 planning activities for a 2015 Conference. 
Regretfully, SCIECA will not be participating in a 2015 Conference. 
SCIECA is encouraged and in anticipation of securing a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” with EPA Region 6 
in the coming months which will secure our partnership and participation in a 2016 and other future EPA 
Region 6 Stormwater Conferences. SCIECA looks forward to again serving and supporting the 
Conference. 
SCIECA and its Board of Directors would like to extend its best wishes to the EPA Region 6 and the 
planning committee for a successful 2015 EPA Region 6 Conference 
Respectfully, 
SCIECA Board of Directors 
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From Our Board Member 
 

Storm Water and Erosion Control As A Career 
Brad Flack, CPESC, CESSWI 

 
If you have not been paying attention, the country had been coming out of 
the great recession of our time, and has most recently been impacted by 
the sudden drop in oil prices.  Employment rates had risen as we were    
recovering, but it seems that most of the large O&G players are planning 
layoffs, downsizing, or at the minimum, a freeze on employee salaries and 
spending.  With all of the boom and bust in O&G it seems that one thing 
does remain constant.  That is storm water and erosion and sediment   
control.  With the enactment of the 1972 Clean Water Act, a new career 
segment was birthed.  As the EPA, states and local municipalities are    
putting more and more pressure on commercial and industrial constituents 
to regulate and control their erosion and storm water runoff, more and 
more expertise and consulting is required.  This has essentially created a 
new business segment which is required by law, sought out by its own    
clients and can be profitable if done correctly.  If you have been putting 
your head in the sand with regards to storm water, and its cousin erosion 
and sediment control, then you may be missing out.  The South Central 
Chapter of IECA is a place where people can find service providers,    
manufacturers of permanent and temporary controls, and is a pool of     
like-minded and potentially experienced and qualified employees.  Your 
membership brings you to the forefront of what is happening in the storm 
water and ESC (erosion and sediment control) markets.  Membership also 
means you can bring alerts, updates and news of impending changes or 
modifications to federal, state or local storm water and ESC regulations or 
practices to the group.  As the South Central chapter, serving Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas, we are a regional sub chapter of the     
International Erosion Control Association, Region 1 (North/South America 
and Europe).  For more information on how to connect with fellow SCIECA 
members or with the greater membership of IECA abroad, please visit the 
website at http://www.southcentralieca.org/  
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From Our Board Member 
 

The Value of Stabilization 
Brad Cline, P.E., CPESC 

 
As a SWPPP Contractor it is often a difficult task to explain the value of stabilization, both temporary and permanent.  
The cost associated with the work can often be calculated easily, but the justification to the client can be another story. 
Prior to my current position, I was a solid waste consultant.  The first time I called for quotes to hydroseed a landfill, I 
was blown away.  The project was in an isolated part of the state and required a 3 hr mobilization for the contractor to 
get his materials, equipment, and men on site.  The site’s seedbed would be prepped and describing the slope as steeper 
than 3:1, the quotes came in at $5000/ac and up.  The client had a hard time accepting this due to the fact that property in 
this part of the state sells for less than that. 
Ten years later, I am on the other end of the stick.  When a client doesn’t see the value in stabilization, I have to explain 
the cost of the consequences. 
 
Regulation Cost – In today’s construction environment, all SWPPPs will contain notes or plans to temporarily and per-
manently stabilize.  Unfortunately, most of the clients that sign these documents are unaware of the hidden cost that can 
be reduced or enhanced based on the site contactors schedule and work habits.  The SWPPP inspector should make it 
clear before stabilization deadlines are reached and note when these deadlines are exceeded.  Fines and stop work orders 
may be issued for the lack of this stabilization.  Often, citations can be avoided by utilizing a consultant (for an addi-
tional fee).  Termination of the permit is not an option without final stabilization.  This results in looming inspection fees 
that can easily trump the cost of seeding.  Avoiding these unnecessary costs should be factored into the value of doing it 
right the first time. 
 
Regrading Cost – Too often the money was not budgeted for temporary stabilization.  The site contractor is in control 
and doesn’t want the money to come out of his pocket.  I have inspected projects where the site has to be “slicked off” 
three or four times.  Often, the displacement of the material over the winter will leave the original grades low and mate-
rial will have to be imported prior to landscaping.  The cost for extra trips, fuel, manpower, and material replacement 
should be factored into the value of doing it right the first time. 
 
Clean up Cost – Without stabilization measures in place, erosion is typically unavoidable.  The regrading cost men-
tioned above also comes with clean up cost.  Unexpected sediment control measures may need to be installed.  Typically 
there will be a rain event that gets everyone’s attention first.  This event will result with sediment in the street, in the 
stormdrains, and/or ultimately leaving the site.  If this material is tracked off site or migrates down the creek, sediment 
removal cost could sky rocket.  Sediment basins may have to be cleaned out more times than expected.  If the clean up 
measures are not performed in a timely manner, the fines and associated problems with regulation cost can add up 
quickly.  These factors should also be considered into the value of doing it right the first time. 
All of these costs will ultimately end up with one thing in common: After these costs are incurred, the site will still need 
to be stabilized.  The value of stabilization can easily outweigh the cost. 
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The World's Largest Soil and Water Event and its 2015 Co-location with IFAI's  

Geosynthetics Conference 
Portland Convention Center 

Portland, Oregon 
February 15–18, 2015 

 

 

 

What is Environmental Connection? 

This is IECA's premier educational event for the erosion, sediment control and stormwater industry. Environ-
mental Connection combines intense, full and half day training courses with topic-focused technical sessions 
and the largest expo of its kind. Environmental Connection 2015 will be a co-located event with the Industrial 
Fabrics Association International's Geosynthetics 2015. Attendees will have access to both associations' educa-
tional offerings regardless of which conference they register for (this includes morning plenary, technical sessions 
and panel discussions), plus one giant exhibition - all under one roof. 

Over 4 days, Environmental Connection provides peer–reviewed education, products and technology which 
address four educational tracks: 

Erosion and Sediment Control 

Stormwater Management 

Surface Water Restoration 

MS4 Management 

7 Reasons Why You Should Attend Environmental Connection: 
Bigger than ever: In 2015, the Environmental Connection Conference will be a co-located event with the Industrial Fabrics 

Association International (IFAI). This means you will meet more of the industry's brightest minds. 
Continue your education: Learn from presentations of the latest case studies and topic-focused technical sessions.  
Stay credible: Earn Professional Development Hours (PDHs) by attending technical sessions.  
Build business relationships: We have numerous networking and social opportunities so you can make connections with 

future clients or even connect with potential employers/employees.  
Stay ahead of the curve: Keep up-to-date in today's newest technologies in erosion and sediment control products and ser-

vices at our two-day expo.  
Support a cause: Attending conference helps to show your support for IECA, which is an non-profit organization that pro-

vides education, resource information and business opportunities for professionals in the erosion and sediment control in-
dustry. 

Destination Portland: We are bringing the world's largest soil and water event to Pacific Northwest! Portland, Oregon is 
IECA's 2015 conference stop. With abundant outdoor activities, beer and coffee enthusiasm, a fast-growing food scene, 
easy public transportation on their light rail system and beautiful topography along the Willamette River, Portland is an ideal 
spot for conference attendees. 
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Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control: Best Practices and Low   
Impact Solutions 

Instructor: Dr. T. Andrew Earles, Ph.D., P.E., D.WRE, CPESC 

Date: March 18, 12:00 PM Central Time 

PDH: One certificate is issued (to the registered participant), per paid regis-
tration. 

Level: Intermediate and advanced-basic knowledge of stormwater permitting 
and BMPs is desirable 
Pricing: $50 for members /$65 for non-members 

Learning Objectives: 

 Understand how construction phase stormwater management relates to the ultimate success or failure 
of post-construction practices.  

  Understand peak flow rate, volume and runoff frequency changes due to development of impervious 
surfaces and how to mitigate.  

  Learn about common practices for Low Impact Development (LID) and Green Infrastructure (GI) and 
how construction activities, methods and details affect performance. 

Often construction-phase and post-construction stormwater management are separate worlds (different        
permits, different plans, different practices, etc.); however, in terms of hydrology, water quality and the       
ultimate success or failure of post-construction practices, they are closely related. This webinar will briefly  
review stormwater regulations for construction and post-construction and will explain how hydrology is a   
unifying theme. The webinar will include state-of-the-practice details for common LID and GI practices and 
will focus on details that are important to pay attention to during construction for successful stormwater        
quality management for the long term. 
 
https://www.ieca.org/education/webinar/registration/registrationcontact.asp 
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2015 Central Texas Infrastructure Design & Construction 
Symposium 

Thursday, April 30 
8:15 am – 4:15 pm 

Austin Convention Center 
  

Registration forms will be emailed soon! 
  

Michele Yule 
Executive Director 
512.836.3140 office 
512.349.7770 fax 
michele.yule@aceatx.com 

SAVE THE DATE 


