
  

 

NEWSLETTER 
O C T — D E C  2 0 1 4  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  5 3  

2 0 1 4  S C I E C A  B O A R D  O F   

D I R E C T O R S  

 

President 

Karan Kinton 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

DJ Brouwer, P.E. CFM 

 

VP Administration 

Brad Flack, CPESC, CESSWI, CAS 

 

VP Technical  

Lauren Caudle 

 

VP Marketing  

Hunter Washburn, CPESC, 

CESSWI, REM 

 

Board Members 

Sonny Johns, CESSWI 

John Moss 

Trenia Harris CMS4S 

Brad Cline, P.E. 

 

Past President 

Tom Schneider CPESC 

 

President IECA 

Phil Handley CPESC 

As we wrap up another great year 
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State Agencies 
ODEQ—Oklahoma Department of  
  Environmental Quality  
 707 N Robinson  
 Oklahoma City, OK 73102  
 Main DEQ Phone Number: 405‐702‐1000  
 Fax: 405‐702‐1001  
 Customer Assistance Program 1‐800‐869‐1400 
http://www.deq.state.ok.us 
 
ADEQ—Arkansas Department of  
   Environmental Quality 
Teresa Marks, Director 
5301 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR  72118‐5317 
Phone 501‐682‐0744 
http://www.adeq.state.ar.us 
 
TCEQ—Texas Commission on  
  Environmental Quality 
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Director 
12100 Park 35 Circle 
Austin, Texas 78753 
Phone:  512– 239‐1000 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us 
 
LDEQ—Louisiana Department of Environ‐
mental Quality 
Peggy Hatch, Secretary 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821‐4301 
225‐219‐3950 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov 

 
The goals of the Association are: 

 To educate IECA members, the public and the erosion control industry. 

 To disseminate information through conferences, seminars and communication media. 

 To provide technical expertise for people, organizations and governments seeking  

assistance in the field of erosion control and soil conservation. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.southcentralieca.org 

 

Submit any question  
relating to erosion and sediment control.  The ques-
tion can be about current or upcoming regulations, 
new BMPs, MS4 programs, educational resources, etc.  
We’ll get you an answer. 
http://www.southcentralieca.org/officers.htm  
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From Our Board Member 
 

Hello members of the South Central Chapter of the International Erosion Control 
Association (SCIECA) and others that are getting the SCIECA newsletter. I am DJ 
Brouwer, PE, CFM (Certified Floodplain Manager) not a Certified Facilities Man-
ager. I have been Secretary / Treasurer of SCIECA from 1999 to the present. I want 
to thank you for your support of the chapter and of the International Erosion Con-
trol Association (IECA). Thankfully we have grown the chapter from its initial 
group of 15-25 individuals back in 1998 / 1999 when the Chapter was created as 
501 3C non-profit organization by our first President – Sherry Dunlap. 
When we first started presenting conferences, we didn’t have much seed money in 
our bank accounts. We were fortunate with the conferences that we broke even or 
made some money at each one. We are not as well funded as some organizations 
that you may belong to. We try to be good stewards of the funds we receive via 
dues and from the conferences, roadshows and other events. 
We (the Board of Directors of SCIECA) would love to see our chapter grow with 
new members from your co-workers, clients and contractors. We also need volun-
teers from our membership to help get the message out about erosion control, site 
stabilization, etc to help protect and improve the areas where we live and work. We 
are looking for technical experts to make presentations, people to help at registra-
tion tables, marketing, and other aspects of running a non-profit organization that 
doesn’t have any paid support staff. We are definitely an all-volunteer organization 
that needs all the help it can get. 
If you have questions or want to volunteer or need membership information, please 
contact me at: 
DJ Brouwer, PE CFM 
djbrouwer@huitt-zollars.com 
(214) 206-7609 Cell 
PO Box 852519 
Mesquite Texas 75185-2519 
www.scieca.org or www.southcentralieca.org 
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From the SCIECA Board of Directors 
 

TO: SCIECA membership and EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference Attendees 
 
FROM: South Central Chapter of IECA‐Board of Directors 
 
RE: 2015 EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference 
 
It is with great regret that the SCIECA will not be a partner to the 2015 EPA Region 6 Stormwater 
Conference. 
SCIECA has enjoyed five years of partnering with EPA Region 6 to deliver the best regional education and 
conference experience for all who participate and work daily in the Stormwater industry. 
It has been SCIECA’s greatest pleasure to serve and support the EPA Region 6 Stormwater Conference. 
SCIECA role in this conference has been to assume the responsibility to secure contracts for the event 
facility, registration, food and beverage, transportation and other amenities associated with the 
conference and to assist in facility, education and event planning. 
On February 25, 2014 SCIECA submitted a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” (an EPA document) to EPA 
Region 6 for the purpose of securing roles and expectations of the partnership between SCIECA and EPA 
Region 6. On August 1, 2014, SCIECA and EPA Region 6 Representatives met in a face‐to‐face meeting 
after the 2014 Fort Worth Conference to discuss details and terms of an agreement. 
An EPA Region 6 attorney accompanied the EPA Region 6 team in this meeting and during this meeting, 
the EPA attorney stated that no further, future partnered conferences between SCIECA and EPA Region 
6 could be conducted without a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement”. 
On October 1, 2014, EPA Region 6 submitted its version of the “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” to SCIECA. 
Currently, the SCIECA Board of Directors are reviewing the “Agreement” and also seeking their legal 
counsel review of the “Agreement” document. 
Due to the timing in execution of the “Agreement” between the partnering parties, SCIECA involvement 
and participation in a 2015 EPA Region 6 conference is not feasible. Additionally, the SCIECA Board of 
Directors does not want to delay EPA Region 6 planning activities for a 2015 Conference. 
Regretfully, SCIECA will not be participating in a 2015 Conference. 
SCIECA is encouraged and in anticipation of securing a “Co‐Sponsorship Agreement” with EPA Region 6 
in the coming months which will secure our partnership and participation in a 2016 and other future EPA 
Region 6 Stormwater Conferences. SCIECA looks forward to again serving and supporting the 
Conference. 
SCIECA and its Board of Directors would like to extend its best wishes to the EPA Region 6 and the 
planning committee for a successful 2015 EPA Region 6 Conference 
Respectfully, 
SCIECA Board of Directors 



5 

From Our Chapter Member 
 

“Effectiveness of Storm Water Regulations in the Barton Spring Zone of the 
Edwards Aquifer” 

Presented by Dr. Michael Barrett 
 

At the most recent Capital Area Erosion Control Network Meeting held on October 23, 2014, Dr. Michael Bar-
rett from the Center for Research in Water Resources presented findings from a recent study on the Effective-
ness of Storm Water Regulations in the Barton Springs (Edwards Aquifer) Zone (BSZ) in Austin, Texas.   
With the implementation of the Save our Springs Ordinance 20+ years ago and the Edwards Aquifer rules 15+ 
years ago, he wanted to know “How successful have we been at protecting the receiving water in the Ed-
wards?” 
 
Over the last 20 years there has been a significant increase in population (~80,000 people) and impervious 
cover (up to 5,000 acres) within the BSZ.  Using 20 years of water quality / quantity data collected directly 
from Barton Springs he looked for any trends of key water quality indicators increasing, such as, Heavy Met-
als, TSS, conductivity, and Nutrients.  The only water quality indicator that trended upwards was Nitrates.  He 
noted that while current storm water BMP’s are not particularly good at removing nitrates from storm water, 
he was able to trace the Nitrogen signature back to waste water therefore attributing the increases in nitrates to 
waste water disposal (septic systems and waste water irrigation) within the region.  Not due to storm water 
runoff. 
 
In addition, he noticed that there was an indirect correlation between conductivity and flow from the Edwards.  
During increased flows, he found lower conductivities vs low flow periods.  He observed that the recent 
droughts have caused a decrease in the hydrogeologic-head within the aquifer that enabled the saline water 
zone to meander west into the clean water zone. 
 
Based on the available data from the Barton Springs Zone of the Edwards Aquifer, Dr. Barrett concluded that 
1. Concentrations of urban runoff constituents in the spring discharge are stable, 2.  Storm water controls ap-
pear to be effective at preventing water quality degradation from storm water, and 3. Prevention of further deg-
radation requires limited pumping to minimize increases in conductivity and limiting wastewater discharge or 
enhancing nitrogen removal in order to minimize the input of nitrates. 
 

Henry Marley and Darrel Solanik 
Compliance Resources, Incorporated  
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The World's Largest Soil and Water Event and its 2015 Co-location with IFAI's  

Geosynthetics Conference 
Portland Convention Center 

Portland, Oregon 
February 15–18, 2015 

 

 

 

What is Environmental Connection? 

This is IECA's premier educational event for the erosion, sediment control and stormwater industry. Environ-
mental Connection combines intense, full and half day training courses with topic-focused technical sessions 
and the largest expo of its kind. Environmental Connection 2015 will be a co-located event with the Industrial 
Fabrics Association International's Geosynthetics 2015. Attendees will have access to both associations' educa-
tional offerings regardless of which conference they register for (this includes morning plenary, technical sessions 
and panel discussions), plus one giant exhibition - all under one roof. 

Over 4 days, Environmental Connection provides peer–reviewed education, products and technology which 
address four educational tracks: 

Erosion and Sediment Control 

Stormwater Management 

Surface Water Restoration 

MS4 Management 
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CISEC, Inc. 2014 Schedule 
 
 
 
 

 
November 10 & 11, 2014: Fargo, ND** 
 
November 18 & 19, 2014: Santa Maria, CA** 
 
November 19 & 20, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
October/November, 2014: Alaska** 

* - Date Change 
** - Tentative 

Others Upon Request 
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Environmental, Energy, and Water Blog 
 

CROSS-MEDIA ELECTRONIC REPORTING: EPA NOTICE AUTHORIZING 
PROGRAM REVISION APPROVAL FOR THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 

Posted August 12, 2014 

Author: Walter G. Wright 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) in an August 8th Federal 
Register notice announced the agency’s approval of the State of Arkansas’ request to    
revise/modify certain of its EPA-authorized programs to allow electronic reporting. 

The EPA notice states that on October 13, 2005 the final Cross-Media Electronic Report-
ing Rule (“Rule”) was published and codified as part 3 of title 40 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  The agency states that the Rule establishes electronic reporting as an       
acceptable regulatory alternative to paper reporting and outlines requirements to assure 
that electronic documents are as legally dependable as their paper counterparts.  

Subpart D of the Rule requires that state, tribal or local government agencies that receive, 
or wish to begin receiving, electronic reports under their EPA-authorized programs must 
apply to the federal agency for revision or modification of those programs and obtain 
EPA approval.  The provision provides standards for such approval based on considera-
tion of electronic document receiving systems that the state, tribe, or local government 
will use to implement the electronic reporting. 

EPA states that on October 15, 2013 the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality 
(“ADEQ”) submitted an application titled “Arkansas Department of Environmental  
Quality Electronic Portal System” for revisions/modifications of its EPA-authorized   
programs under 40 CFR.  The federal agency has reviewed ADEQ’s request to revise/
modify its EPA-authorized programs and, based on this review, determined that the appli-
cation met the standards for approval of authorized program revisions/modifications set 
out in 40 CFR part 3, subpart D.  It also states that in accordance with 40 CFR 3.1000(d), 
the notice of EPA’s decision to approve Arkansas’ request to revise/modify its following 
EPA-authorized programs to allow electronic reporting under 40 CFR parts 51, 70-71, 
122, 144, 146, 262, 264-265, 270-271, and 279 is being published in the Federal        
Register. 
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Enhancing Sustainable Communities With Green Infrastructure 

Communities across the country want to protect their water quality while also getting the greatest possible benefit from every invest-
ment they make. Many are conserving, restoring, or enhancing natural areas while incorporating trees, rain gardens, vegetated roofs, 
and other practices that mimic natural systems into developed areas to manage rainwater where it falls. These types of approaches, 
known as “green infrastructure,” are an integral component of sustainable communities because they can help communities protect 
the environment and human health while providing other social and economic benefits, allowing communities to achieve more for 
their money. 

Enhancing Sustainable Communities With Green Infrastructure: A guide to help communities better manage stormwater while 
achieving other environmental, public health, social, and economic benefits (PDF) (66 pp, 5.3 MB, About PDF) (2014) aims to help 
local governments, water utilities, nonprofit organizations, neighborhood groups, and other stakeholders integrate green infrastruc-
ture strategies into plans that can transform their communities. Many communities that want to use green infrastructure approaches 
face technical, regulatory, financial, and institutional obstacles that limit widespread implementation. This report serves as a guide to 
develop a plan that can overcome these obstacles for neighborhoods, towns, cities, and regions of all sizes. It helps stakeholders cre-
ate a vision for how green infrastructure can enhance their communities—a vision that engages residents and inspires them to take 
action. It also directs readers to other resources that provide more detailed information that can be tailored to communities’ particular 
climate, goals, and circumstances. This document covers: 

 Strategies that support both sustainable communities and green infrastructure. 

 How to organize stakeholders to develop a sustainable communities and green infrastructure plan. 

 The different components of a sustainable communities and green infrastructure plan. 
For more information on green infrastructure approaches, see the Office of Water’s green infrastructure web page: http://
water.epa.gov/infrastructure/greeninfrastructure/index.cfm. 

Learn about the webinar on Nov. 18. 

 

Download the report, Enhancing Sustainable Communities With Green Infrastructure (PDF) (66 pp, 5.3 MB, About PDF): To order a hard cop
report, email nscep@bps-lmit.com or call 800-490-9198 and request EPA 100-R-14-006. 
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10 Steps to Developing a Sustainable Community and Green Infrastructure Plan 


