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This year is jam packed with  

informative courses. 
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State Agencies 
ODEQ—Oklahoma Department of  
  Environmental Quality  
 707 N Robinson  
 Oklahoma City, OK 73102  
 Main DEQ Phone Number: 405‐702‐1000  
 Fax: 405‐702‐1001  
 Customer Assistance Program 1‐800‐869‐1400 
http://www.deq.state.ok.us 
 
ADEQ—Arkansas Department of  
   Environmental Quality 
Teresa Marks, Director 
5301 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR  72118‐5317 
Phone 501‐682‐0744 
http://www.adeq.state.ar.us 
 
TCEQ—Texas Commission on  
  Environmental Quality 
Mark R. Vickery, P.G., Director 
12100 Park 35 Circle 
Austin, Texas 78753 
Phone:  512– 239‐1000 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us 
 
LDEQ—Louisiana Department of Environ‐
mental Quality 
Peggy Hatch, Secretary 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821‐4301 
225‐219‐3950 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov 

 
The goals of the Association are: 

 To educate IECA members, the public and the erosion control industry. 

 To disseminate information through conferences, seminars and communication media. 

 To provide technical expertise for people, organizations and governments seeking  

assistance in the field of erosion control and soil conservation. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.southcentralieca.org 

 

Submit any question  
relating to erosion and sediment control.  The ques-
tion can be about current or upcoming regulations, 
new BMPs, MS4 programs, educational resources, etc.  
We’ll get you an answer. 
http://www.southcentralieca.org/officers.htm  
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From Our Board Member 

Erosion Control Through The Winter  
 

Brad Flack, CPESC, CESSWI 
 

Growing season finds our job of establishing vegetation for erosion control 
fairly easy... as long as there is rain. But what about during the winter? In my 
experience, most or all of the grasses we want to be there permanently either 
die or hibernate during the cool months.  
I like to use annual gulf coast rye as my seed of choice when average daily 
temps start dipping below 70 degrees. There are others though that can be  
beneficial and should be considered as well.  The purpose of these "off season" 
seeds is to hold the soil in place until warm season seeds can be properly spread 
in a timely manner to allow them the best conditions to germinate and grow OR 
the warm season grasses resume their growing. These cool season seeds are not 
a replacement for the warm season grasses but rather a supplement. All dis-
turbed soil between Oct 1 and March 1 should be seeded with either cool sea-
son seeds only or mixed with some warm season seeds.  Consider overseeding 
sites that have a stand of warm season grass in October each year to help     
protect slopes while the permanent grass is dormant or in hibernation. This will 
do a few things. First, it is an active, living and growing plant that seeks to fur-
ther its root system while it grows which helps better control erosion. Secondly, 
the grass clippings from cutting these nurse grasses will decompose slowly 
adding back nutrients to the soil and a more beneficial way to keep them 
healthy. Lastly these grasses are green and vibrate when all else is dormant or 
dead and make a property appear much more attractive.  
 
Please contact me for any of your vegetation for erosion control issues. 
Brad@storm-tex.com 
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From Our Board Member 

When Silt Fence Is Not The Solution  
By Brad Cline, P.E, CPESC 
 
It is a well known fact that silt fence is the epitome of the sediment control industry. This product is the most specified control 
for construction projects. While the system has been proven effective time after time, the incorrect specification and installation 
of the product leaves owners and contractors disappointed.  
 
It seems that every year more SWPPP designers understand that silt fence should not be installed across concentrated flows. 
Identifying these areas throughout the course of the project will define your potential failures. If these areas are not identified 
during the design phase, a good installer can visualize the drainage paths and identify these areas.  
 
Understanding how the silt fence is going to react under loading will determine the success of the placement of this product. 
Avoiding the concentrated flows, now imagine the fence is installed along the contour and receiving sheet flow and the water is 
rising up the inside of the fence. A storage height must be determined.  Controlled releases on the ends or midstream should be 
accounted for to prevent over loading.   
 
If these releases are not installed properly, failure is inevitable. During a storm event, the water will run over or under the 
fence.  The storm water will not filter through the fence fast enough, therefore, as the water level rises, potential energy is mul-
tiplying. Even in the case of the best installation, the water will either rise over the fence or find the weakest point in the anchor 
ditch and undermine the fence at that location. In both cases sheet flow has been transformed to concentrated flow. The energy 
created by the process results in a counterproductive situation. The control is now causing damage rather than preventing it.  A 
failure in a silt fence system can be devastating. Typically the height of the storm water retained by the silt fence is 18"-24" or 
more. Alternate controls such as filter socks, wattles, or berms accumulate 6"-12" of storage before the control releases the 
storm water.  By reducing the storage capacity of the control, the potential energy is also reduced.  This ultimately results in a 
reduction of control failure.  
 
Sensitive areas should be identified on each site. These areas include steep slopes, high flow areas ( sheet or concentrated), or 
areas difficult or expensive to revegitate. Ground disturbance in these areas should be minimized. The installation of silt fence 
requires the passage of equipment and the excavation of an anchor trench, which leads to disturbance.  
There are situations where this cannot be avoided.  In some cases, other controls such as filter socks or wattles may be installed 
with minimal disturbance.  If these sensitive areas are unnecessarily disturbed, this could result in a weak link in the chain of 
the control system.  
 
Inlet protection is often specified as 2x4 frames wrapped in silt fence. The typical result is flooding or failure. If someone does 
not intentionally puncture the fabric, the project and adjacent streets or structures become flooded.  The installation of a spill-
way at the proper elevation can minimize the negative effects. The filtering time for silt fence will always result in some pond-
ing and local flooding near the control.  Alternate methods of inlet protection such as block and rock or filter socks allow for 
faster filtering time and 6"-8" spillways.  
 
In conclusion, whether designing or installing, take a minute to observe the site conditions and imagine the flow before, during, 
and after construction. Visualize the silt fence system and imagine it filling to its capacity. Look at the grades and soil types 
and determine if it is necessary to disturb these areas for the installation of a control.  Erosion and sediment control is all about 
stabilization, reducing runoff speed, and controlling the effects of storm water. Alternate controls, which create less potential 
energy and do not require equipment or excavation, should be considered. Responsibility will come with the design or installa-
tion of any BMP. The idea of silt fence being the fix all of the industry is becoming a thing of the past.  
 
Brad Cline, P.E., CPESC 
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CISEC, Inc. 2014 Schedule 
 
 
January 22 & 23, 2014: Oakland, CA* 
 
January 23 & 24 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
January 28 & 29, 2014: Fort Wayne, IN* (Date Change!) 
 
February 4 & 5, 2014: San Bernardino, CA** 
 
February 24 & 25, 2014: Nashville, TN (IECA Conference) 
 
March 11 & 12, 2014: Palm Springs, CA** 
 
March 26 & 27, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
April 1 & 2, 2014: Bakersfield, CA** 
 
April 15 & 16, 2014: Dallas, TX** 
 
April 29 & 30, 2014: Davenport, IA (Great Connections Conference) 
 
May 5 & 6, 2014: San Jose, CA** 
 
May 19 & 20, 2014: Denver, CO** 
 
May 21 & 22, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
June 3 & 4, 2014: Reno, NV** 
 
June 10 & 11, 2014: Santa Rosa, CA** 
 
June 24 & 25, 2014: Kansas City, MO** 
 
July 16 & 17, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
August 3 & 4, 2014: Portland, OR (StormCon) 
 
August 25 & 26, 2014: Minneapolis, MN**  
 
September 17 & 18, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
September 22 & 23, 2014: Milwaukee, WI** 
 
October 6 & 7, 2014: Boise, ID** 
 
October 13 & 14, 2014: Springfield or Schaumberg, IL** 
 
November 10 & 11, 2014: Fargo, ND** 
 
November 19 & 29, 2014: Escondido, CA 
 
October/November, 2014: Alaska** 
 
* - Date Change 
** - Tentative 
 
Others Upon Request 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JANUARY 15, 2014 
CONTACT: ANDY SAENZ  512-239-5000 
  

Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Named as TCEQ Executive Director 
Formerly Deputy Executive Director 
 
The TCEQ Commissioners voted unanimously today to appoint Richard A. Hyde, P.E., 
executive director for the agency effective immediately. He succeeds Zak Covar, who 
was appointed as a commissioner of the TCEQ Friday, January 10. 
 
Hyde has served as deputy executive director since 2012.  He also served as deputy 
director of the Office of Compliance and Enforcement, the Office of Permitting and 
Registration, and was director of the Air Permits Division for five years.  Hyde joined 
the TCEQ in 1992 and worked as a permit engineer, team leader, and manager in the 
Air Permits Division. 
 
“It gives me great pleasure to appoint someone as accomplished and experienced as 
Richard Hyde,” said TCEQ Chairman Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., P.E. “Richard has a deep 
understanding of the agency, as well as an appreciation for our hard-working staff.” 
 
“I hold Richard in high esteem, and I know he has the respect and trust of TCEQ’s 
employees,” said Commissioner Toby Baker. “He has a track record of excellence in a 
variety of positions that will serve the agency and the State well.” 
 
“I have observed first-hand the integrity and commitment that Richard brings to the job 
every day,” said Commissioner Zak Covar. “I could not ask for a more qualified re-
placement, and I am confident he will continue to provide stability and consistency to 
the agency.” 
 
“I am honored and humbled by the confidence shown in me by the commissioners,” 
said Hyde. “It is a great opportunity to continue to serve the people of the State of 
Texas, and I will do my best every day to carry out the agency’s mission.” 
 
Hyde is a licensed professional engineer and holds a Bachelor of Science in Agricul-
tural Engineering from Texas A&M University and Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Education degrees from Texas State University. In 2013, Hyde was recognized by 
Texas A&M and inducted into the Biological and Agricultural Engineering Department’s 
Academy of Distinguished Graduates.  
  

--END-- 
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New Phase II (Small) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems (MS4s) Permit 

 
The new TPDES general permit for Phase II (Small) Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer Systems - TXR040000 became effective December 13, 
2013. Operators of small MS4s must apply for authorization under the 
new permit by June 11, 2014. 
  
To obtain permit coverage, submit a new Notice of Intent (NOI), a $100 
application fee, and a Stormwater Management Program before June 11, 
2014. Existing authorizations will remain active until the new applica-
tions are approved. A revised NOI form will soon be available at the link 
below. 
  
MS4s serving a population of less than 1,000 within a UA may qualify for 
a waiver. Those applications must also be submitted before June 11, 2014. 
Provisional coverage begins 30 days after submittal. All authorizations 
continue until the expiration date of the general permit or until the au-
thorization is terminated by the MS4 operator. 
  
General Permit TXR040000 for Phase II (Small) MS4s: 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/stormwater/
WQ_ms4_small_TXRO4.html 
  
For help understanding these requirements, contact the Small Business & 
Local Government Assistance Section’s compliance Hotline at 1-800-447
-2827. 
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